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That it is Lawfull, and hath been 
held ſo through all Apes, for any, 


who have the Power, to call to account a 
Tyrant, or wicked KI NG, andafter 


due conviction, to depole, and _=_ 
him to death ; I the ordinary 


G1STRATE have neglected, or 
deny'd to Coe it. 
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Depoſing, are the Men that FF 1t themſelves, 
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govern'd by reaſon, and not gene- 
_ rally give up their underſtanding 
Y toa double tyrannie, of cuftome 
pLR from without, and blind aﬀfeRjons 
& within, they would diſcerne better 
what it is to favour and uphold the 
os _ Tyrant of a Nation. But being 
ſlaves within doores, no wonder that they ſtrive 0 
much to have the public State conformably go- 
vern'dto the inward vitious rule, by which they go- 
vern themſelves. For indeed none can love free. 
dom heartilic, but good men; the reſt love not 
freedom, but licence ; which never hath more ſcope 
or more indulgence then under Tyrants. Hence is 
itthar Tyrants are not oft offended, nor ftand much 
in doubtof bad men, as being all naturally ſervile ; 
but in whom vertue and trve worth moſt is emi- 
- nent, them they feare in carneft, as by right rheir 
Maſters, againſt them lies all their hatred and ful. 
= A 2  picion. 
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The Tinure of Kings and Magiſtrates. 
picion. Conſequentlie neither doe bad men hate Ti- 
rants, but have been alwajes readieſt with the falfi- 
fi'd names of Loya/ty and Ozedrence, to colour over 
their baſe compliances, And although ſometimes 
for ſhame, and when it comes to their owne prie- 
vances, of purſe eſpecially, they would ſeeme good 
Patriors, and fide with the better cauſe, yet when 
others for the deliverance of their Countrie, endu'd 
with fortitude and Heroick vertue, to feare nothin 
but the curſe written againtt thoſe That doe the worke 
of the Lord vegligently, wou'd goe on to remove, not 
onely the calamities and thrildomes of a people, 
but the roots and cauſes whence they ſpring, ftiretght 
theſe men, and ſure helpers at need, as if they hatred: 
onely the miſeries but not the miſchiefes, after.they 
have juggld and palterd with the World, bandied 
and borne-armes againſt their King,  deveſted him, 
diſanointed him, . nay curs'd. him all over in thir 
Pulpits, and their Pamphlets, to the gaping of fin- 
cereand reall men, beyond what.is poflible or ho- 
neſt to retreat from, notonely turne revolters from 
thoſe principles, which onely could at firſt move 
them, but lay the ſtaine of diſloyaltie, and worſe, on 


thoſe proceedings, which are the neceſſarie conſe. 


quences of their owne former actions; nor difllik'd 
by themſelves, were they manag'd to the intire adva:;- 
rages of their owne FaQion ; not con..dering, the 
while that he toward whom they boaſted their new fi- 
delitie, counted them acceſſory, and by thoſe Statu:es 
and Laws which they ſo imporently brandiſh againſt 
others,would have doom'd them taa traytors death 
for what they have done alreadie.' Tis true,that moſt 
menare ap: aaough to civill Wars and commotions 


A$a noveltie, and for a flaſh, hot and aQive; but 


through: 
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The Tenure of Kings and Magifirates, 
through forth or inconflancie,and weakneſs of [pirit 


_ either fainting, ere their owne pretences, though 


never fo: juſt, be halfe atrain'd, orthrough an inbred 


falſhobd andwickedieſſe, betray oft times to deſtru- 
Rion with themſelves, menot nobleſt remper join'd 


with them forcauſes which they in their raſh under- 
takings were not capable of. If God and a good 


__caufe-give them Victory, the proſecution whereof 
for the molt paity inevitably drawes after it the alte- 
ration of- Lawes,” change of Government; downfall 
of Princes with their Families ; then comes the task | 


to thoſe Worthies which are the ſoule 25 that En- 
terpfize, to bee '{wett and labourd out amidſt the 


throng' and hoifes of vujgar and irrationall men. 
Some eonteſtirig for Privileges , cuſtomes, formes, 


and that old intafiglement of iniquitie, their gibriſh 


Lawes, though the badge of their ancienr- ſlavery. 


Others who have been fierceſt againſt 'their Prince, 
under the notion of a Tyrant, andno meane incen- 
diaries of the Warre agaiaſt him, when God out of 


| his providence and high diſpoſ:!l hath deliver'd 


him-inro'the hand of their brethren, ona ſuJdaine 
andina new garbe of. Allegiance, which their do- 


_ ings have long ſince cancelFd ; they plead for him, 


pity him, exroll him, proteſt againit rhoſe that talke 
of bringing him tothe tryall of Juice, which is the 
Sword of God, fuperiour to all mortiil- things, in 


whoſe hand {Gever dy apparent (ignes his teltified wil 


is to purt'ir. Bur cerrainely, if we con'ider who) and 
what they are, on a {uddaine growne (fo pitifull, wee 
may conclude; their pity can beno true and Chriſti. 
1n/ commilcration; bur either levitie and ſhallow: 


 nefſe of minde, or elſe 2 carnall admiring of that 


worldly pompe and greatneſs, from whence they 


ſce 


of w 4 - v 
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The Tenure of Kings and Magiſtrates, 


 ſechim fall'n; or ratherlaſtly a diſlembl'd and ſe- 


Fcoy. 32:19: 


ditious pity, fain'd of induſtry to beget new commo- 
cions- As for mercy, if it bee to a Tyrant, under 


which name they themſelves have cited him fo oft in 
_ thehcaringof God, of Angels, and the holy Church. 
aſlembld, and there charg'd him with the ſpilling of 


more ipnocent blood by farre, then ever Nero did, 


undoubtedly the mercy which they pretend, is the 


mercy of wicked men ; and their mercies, wee read, 
are cruelties; hazarding the welfare ofia whole Na- 
tiG2-10 have ſav'd one, whom ſooft they have rear- 
m'd Agag , andvillifying the blood of many Fora- 
thans that have fav'd Iſraet ; infifting with much 


nicenefle on the unneceilzrieft clauſe of their Cov-. 


pant; wherein the feare of change, 2nd the ablurd 
conrradiction of a flattering hoſtilitie had kazperd 


them, but not ſcrupling to give away for comple- 


nuents, to an implacable revenge, the heads of many 
thouſand Chriftians more. 


= 


diſputing preſidenrs, formes, & circumſtances, when 
the Common wealth nigh periſhes for want of deeds 


in ſubſiance, don with juſt and faithfull expedition.. 


Torheſc I wiſh berrer inſtruQion, and vertue-equall 


to their calling; the former of which, that is to ſay 
Inftrution, I ſhall indeavour, as my dutie is, tobe. 
 Nowon them ; end exhort thera not to lartle from 
the juſt and pious reſolution ef adbering with all 
their aſſiſtance to the preſent Parlament and Army, 

2 


Anotherſort there is, whocomming ia the courſe 
of theſe affaircs, to have thir ſhare 1n great aRzons 
above the forme of Law or Cuſtame, at leaſt to give 
thir voice and approbation, begin to ſwerve and 
almoſt ſhiver at the majeſty and grandeur of ſom no- 
ble deed,as if they were newly enter'd into a great (in; 


a _ | - " x 
- ” ? g . 


The Tenureof Kings and Magiſtrates, 
in the glorious way whereia Juſtice and Vicorie 
bath fet them ; the onely warrants through all ages, 
next under immediate Revelation, to exerciſe ſu- 
_ preame power; in thoſe proceedings which bicher- _ 
_ to appeareequall ro what hath been don in agy age 
or Nation heretofore, juſtly or magnanimouſlte. 
|  Narletthem be diſcourag'd or deterr'd by any new 
| Apoſftate Scar crowes, who under ſhow of giving 
| _ counſel}, fend outtheir barcing monitories and xe. 
_ mepnta's , emptie of ought elſe but the ſpleene of a 
fruſtrated Fation. For how can that pretended 
coynſelh bee either ſound or faithfull , when they 
- that give it, fee nat for madnefle and vexation of their 
| Jour ef that thoſe Natures and Scriptures which 
| both falfly and ſcandaloufly, they wrekt againſt their 
| Friends and Aﬀeciatcs, would by ſentence of the 
| commonadverfarie, fall firſt and heavieſt upon their 
owne: beads. Neithes let milde and tender diſpofi- 
tiors be fooliſhly ſoftn'd from their dutie and per. 
cum mn = — —— D_ a= any 
pulng Pricſt or ( haplain in, ſent as a frienaly Ler- 
ter dE aview os faſbion-ſake in private, and forth- 
with publifh't.by the Sender himſclie, that wee may 
know bow ewch of friend there was i1 it, to caſtan_ 
odiOusenvie upon them, towhom it was pretended - 
tobe ſent in charitie, Nor let any man bee deluded. 
by gither the ignorance or the notorions hypocriſic 
and felfe-repugnance of our dancing Dijvines, who 
have the conſcience and the boldneſſe, to come with 
 Soriptuce in their mouthes, glofs'd and fitted for © 
thir turnes with a double contradiQory ſenſe, tran(- 
forming the ſacred veritic of God, to an Idolwith - 
two faces, looking at once two ſeveral ways;zand with 
the ſame quotations toccharge others, —— the 
ame:- 


The Tenure of Kings and Magiſtrates, 


ſame caſe they made {erve to juſtifie themſelves. For 
while the hope to bee made Claſſic and Provineiall 
Lords led them on, while pluralities greas'd' them 
thick and: deepe, tothe ſhame and ſcandall of Reli- 
gion, more then all the Se&s and Herefies they ex- 
claime againſt, then co fighr agatuſt the Kings: per- 
ſon, and no lefle a party of his Lords and Com- 
mons, or to-put force upon both the Houſes was 
good, was lawful], was no reſiſting of Superiour 
powers; they onely were powers not to berefiſted, 
who countenanc'd the good and -puniſh't the evill. 
But now that thir ceaſorious domineering is not 
ſuffer'd to be un iverſall; truth and conſcience to be 
freed, Tithes and'Pluralities to be no more, though 
compztent-allowance provided, and thewarme expe- 
rience of large gifts , and. they fo good ar” tiling 
them ; yet, now-to exclude and-ſeize on impeach'c 
Members, to bring D=linquents without exeriprion 
toa faire Tribunall'by the common Nationall Law 
againſt murder, is nov to benolefle then ('bigb, Da. 
than, and Abiram. He who but erewhile' in the Pul- 
pits was 2 curſed Tyrant, a etiemie to God 26d 
Saints , laden with all the i8nocefit blood Tpilt 'in 
three Kingdomes, and fo to' bee fought againſt, is 
now though nothing pesitefit or alrerd from his 
firſt principles, a lawful Magiſtrate, a Sovrane 
Lord, the Lords Annointed,; not 'to bee-touch'd, 
though by themſelves impriſon'd. As it this onely 
were obedience, to preſerve the meere uſeleſſe bulke 
of his perſon, and that onely in priſon, notin. the 
ficld, and to diſobey his commands, Jenie him his 
- and office, every where'to refilt his power 
bur where they thinke it onely ſurviving in thir 
owne faction. | 


. - "But 


The Tenure of Kings and Magiſtrates. 
But who in particular is a Tyrant cannot be de 


termind ina pine diſcourſe, otherwiſe then by 


{uppoGrion ; his particular charge, and the ſufficient 
proofe of jt muſt determine that : which I leave ro 
Magiftrates, at leaſt to the uprighter fort of rhem, 
and of the people, though in number leſſe by many, 
in whom faction leaſt hath prevaild above the Law 


. of nature and right reaſon, to judge as they finde 


cauſe, . Butthis I dare owne as part of my faich, that 
if ſuch-a one there be, by whoſe Commiſſon, whole 
maſſacres have been committed on his faithfull Sub- 
je&s,. his Provinces offerd to pawne or alienation, 
as the bire of thoſe whom he had ſollicited tocome 
in and deſtroy whole Cities and Countries ; be hee 
King, or Tyrant, or Emperour, the Sword of Juſtice 
is above him; iniwhoſe hand ſoever is found ſuſh- 
cient power. to avenge the effuſion, and ſo great a 
deluge of inuocent blood. For if all humane power 
ro execute, not accidentally but intendedly, the 


wrath of God upon evill doers without exception, 


be of God; then that power, whether ordinary, or 
if that faile, extraordinary ſo executing that intent 
of God, is lawfull, and not to be refifted. But to 
vofold more at large this whole Queſtion, though 
with all expedient brevity, I ſhall here ſet downe, 
from firſt beginning, the originall of Kings; how and 


wherefore exalted to that dignitie above their Bre- 
thren; and from thence ſhall prove, that turning to 
tyranny they may bee as lawfully depoſd and pu- 
 _Dithd, as they were at firſt eleted: This I ſhall doe 


by autorities and reaſons, not learnt in corners a- 
mong Schifmes andiHerifies, as our doubling Di- 
vines are ready to calumniate, but ferch't out of the 


midft of choiceft and moſt «a. and 
R no 


The 1 enare of Kings and Magiſtrates, 


NO prohibited Authors, nor many Heathen, but M o- 


ſaical , Chriſtian, Orthodoxal, and which muſt 
needs be more convincing to our Adverſaries, Preſ- 


 byrertal. Tp yg 
No man who knows ought, can be fo flupid to de- 
ny that all men naturally were borne free, being the 


image and reſemblance of God himfelte, and were 


| by privilege above all the creatures, borne to com. 
mand and not to obey: and that they livd ſo, till 
from the root of eAdams tranſpreffion, falling a- 


mong themſelves to doe wrorg and violence, and 
foreſ{ceivg that ſuch courſes muſt teeds trend to the 


deſtrution of them all, {rhey agreed by Common 


league to bind each orher from'turual injury, and 


joyntly to defend themſclves againſt any that gave 


diſturbance or oppolicion to fuch agreement. Hence 
came Citties, Townes and Common-wealths. And 
becauſe no faith in all-was found ſufficiently binding 
they ſaw it needfull to ordaine fome curhoritie, thik 


migkt reſtraine by force and puniſhment what was 


violated againſt peace and common right: This ay. 
toritie and power of ſelf-defence and preſervation 
being originally and naturally inevery one of, them, 
and unitedly in them all, for eaſe, for order, and leaft 
each man ſhould be his owne partial judge, they 
communicated and deriv'deither to one, whom for 
the eminence of his wiſdom and integritie they 


choſe above the reſt, or to more then one whom they 


thought of equal deferving - the firſt was calld a 


_ King; theother Magiſtrates. Not to bethit Lords. 


and Maiſters ( t:ough afterward thoſe names in ſom 


places were giv'n voluntartly ro. fuch as had bin au- - 


thors of ineſtimable good tn the people ) bur, tobe 
thir Deputies and Commilſioners, to execute, by 
vertue 


» 
i i 464* 14) wa ts 


, a. 4s 1 4 4 
gy... fn. A "4 op 


4] 
Ef 
” 
A 
7 
5 
E 
I 
# 
Pl 
* 
k 4 
7 
37 
fl 


* E : * « 


———— SU IST P_ * 5 Cy 
WF CEN ores CAIRNS Unruh xt ES WF an 


| The Tenure of Kings aud Magiſtrates, 
vertue of rhir intruſted power, that juſtice which 
elfe every man by the bond of natureand of Cov'nant 
muſt have' executed for himifelfe, aud for one ano- 
ther. Ando him that ſhall confider well why among 
free petfons, one man by civill right ſhould beare au- 


tority aud juriſdiction over another, no other end 


or reafor can be imaginable. Theſe for a while go- 
vernd well, and with much equitie decided a{l things 
at thir owne atbitrement : cill th? temptation of 
ſuch-a power left abſolute in thir hands, perverted 
them at length to injuſtice and partialitie. Then did 
they who now by tryall had found the danger and in- 
conventences of committing arbirrary power to any, 
invent Lawes either fram'd or conſented ro by all, 


| thar ſhould confineand limit the autority of whom 


they choſe to govern them.: that ſo man of whoſe 


failing they had proof, might no more rule over 


theaz, bu: law and reaſon abſ{tradted as much as might 
be from: perſonal errors and frailties. VWhen this 


would 10 {erve, but that the Law was either not ex- 


_ ecuted, or miſapplyd, they were conſtraind from 


that tinie, the oncly remedy lefrrhem, to put condi- 
tions atid take Oaths from all Kings and Magiitrates 
at their firſt inſtalment to doe impartial juſtice by 
Law : who vpon thoſe termes and no other, receav'd 
Allegeance from the people, that 15 to ſay, bondor 
Covnantto obey them in execurion of thoſe Lawes 
which they the pzoplc had themſelves mad2 or aſl 
ſentedto. And this oft times with expreſs warning, 
that if the King or Magiſtrate provd untiichfull ro 
bis riff; the people would be disingag'd.: They ad- 
EM Pouttelors ind Parlametits, not co be one: 
ly at his beck, but with. him or without him, ar fer 


— = JO 


The Tenure of Kings and Magiſtrates, 
Gaye Care of the public ſafety, Therefore ſaith Clau- 
ains Seſell a French Stateſman, The Parlament was 
ſet as a bridle tothe King ; which I inſtance rather, be- _ 
cauſe that Monarchy 1s granted by all tobe a farre 
more abſolute then ours, That this and the reſt of 
what hath hitherto been ſpok'n is moſt true, might. 
be copiouſly made appeare throughout all Stories 
Heathen and Chriſtian;zcev'n ofthoſe Nations where 
Kings and Emperours have ſoughr meanes to aboliſh 
all ancient memory of the peoples right by their en- 
croachments and uſurpations. Bur I ſpare long in- 
ſertions, appealing to the German, French, Iralian, 


 Arragonian, Engliſh, and not leaſt the Scottiſh Hi- 


ſtorics : not forgetting this onely by the way, that 
YV'Villiam the Norman though a Conqueror, and not 
unſworne at his Coronation, was compelld a ſecond 
time to take oath at S. 41banes,cre the people would 


© $4 + 


' bebroughit to yeild obedience. 


It being thus manifeſt that the power of Kings and 


Magiſtrates is nothing elſe, but what is onely deriva- 
tive, transferrd and committed to them in truſt from 


the people tothe Common good. of them all, in 
whom the power yet remaines fundamentally, and 


- cannot be tak'n from them , without a violation of 


thir natural birthright, and ſeeing. that from hence 
Ariſictl: and the beſt of Political writers have defin'd 
2 King, him who governs to the good and profit of 
bis people, and not for his one ends, it follows 
from neceſſary cauſes that the titles of Sovran 
Lord, naturall Lord; and the like, are either arro: 


The Tenure of Kings ard Magiſtrates, 
eople of Aſia and with them the, Jews alſo, eſpeci- 
ally fince the time they choſe a King, againſt the ad: 
vice and counſel of God, are noted by wiſe authors 
mnch inclinable to ſlavery, 
Secondly, that to ſay, as is vſual, the King hath as 
o00d right to his crown and __” te, 4$ any man to 
his inheritance, is to make the 
the Kings ſlave, his chattell, or his poſſeſſion that 
may be bought and ſould, And doubtleſs if heredita- 
' ry title were-ſufficiently inquir'd, the beſt founda- 
tion of it would be found 'but either in courteſie or 
. convenience. But ſuppoſe it tobe of right heredita- 
rie; what canbe more juſt and legal, uf a ſubje@ for 
certaine.crimes be to forfet by Law from himſelfe 
and poſterity, all his inheritance to the King, then 


thata King for crimes proportionall, ſhould forfer 


all his title and inheritance to the people : unleſs rhe 
people muſt be thought created all for him, he not 
for them, and they all in one body inferior to him 
ſingle, which were a kinde of treaſon againft the dig- 
nity of mankind to affirm. 2G 

. Thirdly it followes, that.to ſay Kings are accoun- 
table ro none but God, is rhe overturning ofall Law 
and goverment. For if they may refuſe to give ac: 
count, then all covnants made with themat Coro- 
_ nation ; all Oathes are in vaine, and meer mockeries, 
all Eawes which they ſweare to keep,mide to no pur- 
poſe; for if the King feare not God,as how many of 
them doe not ? we hold then our lives and cſtates, by 
the tenure of his meer grace and mercy, as from a 
:God, nota mortall Magiſtrate, a poſition that none 
- but. Court paraſfices or men beſotted would main- 
tain. And no Chriſtian Prince not drunk with high 


if 
h | 
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ubjeR no better then 


mind, and prouder then thoſe Pagan Ceſars, that 
bs | "= Ps 6+: 0 4 ; "a f--: 5 deificd. 
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much moce rationally {pake the Heathen, 


. o 
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dceifa'd themſelves > would arrogate fo unreaſonably 
above human condition, or derogate fo baſely from 
a whole Nation of men his brethren, as if for him 
onely fubſifting, and, to ſerve his glory, valuin 


them 
in compariſon of his owne brute will and 2 "La 


no more then ſo many beaſts, or vermine under his 


fcer, uvOt tobe rcafond with, but tobe injprd; among 
whom.there might be found ſo. many. thquſand men 
for wildome, vertue, nobleneſs of mind*and all other 


rcſpeas, but the fortune of his dignity , farr above 
him. Yet ſome would perſwade us that this, ablurd 


opinion was King Davids 5, becauſc inthe. 5.1 Pſaim 
he cries out to God, Agaizſt thee onely have 7 finv'd, 


_ as if David had imagind that to murder #r:4b and 4- 
_ dulcerate his Vite,had bin no fione agaioft his neigh. 


bor,when as that law of 2d9ſes was to the King cxpreſ- 
ly, Deut. £7. 5otto think ſo bighlypthim elfabove 
his Brethren. Dave4therztoreby 


had not the will or power to queitiqn him;. orthat 


the fin againſt Gud was. greaten bzyond campare 


then again{t #-/6b, What ever his meaning,were, a- 


ny wiſe may will ſee that the pathetioall wards of a 


Palme can be no certaine deciiion to a point. thar 
hath abundantly more.cextaine; rules to goe by How 


mophoar ina Tragedy of Euripines then theſe tater- 
prete*'s would put upon King Dewr, 7 rule nat my 


feop te. by tyratny,as ef they were B:rharidnRs P4t.am fel 
liable, if 1 doe urjuſtly,to [afſer juſtly. Notuolike was, 
rhe ſpeech of Traian the worthy Emperor ; r0.0DE 


whom he mage General of lis Pretorian Forces, 
Fake this drawne ſword, faith be, to uſe for me, if I 


ISL ons E 


e by thoſe words could. 
- mean no other, then cith.'r that the depth of his 
guiltineſs was known to Gal .onely, or to fo few as 


- ; 
ing. De- 
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Teigne well, if not, to uſe againſt me. Thus' Dz07 re- | 


lates. And not Trarar onely , but 7 heas ofius the 
younger a Chriſtian Emperor and one of the beft, 
cauſdit ro be'enatted as 2 rule undenyable and fir to 
be acknowledgd by all Kings and Emperors, that a 
Prince is bound to the Laws;that on the antority of 
Law the autority of a Prince depends, 8 to the Laws 
ought ſub-vir. VWhich Edia of his remaines yet tn- 
repeald'i in the Code of Faſtinian. |. 1. tit.24, as a (a- 
cred conſtitution to all the ſucceeding Emperors. 
How then can any King in Europe maintaine and 


write himfclfe 'acconntable to none but God, when 


Emperors, itithir-owne imperiall Statures have writ- 
rn and decreed rhetfifelves accountable to Law. And 
indeed where ſtich acconntis not fear'd, hethar bids 
a man TY over him above Law, may' bid as well a 


ſavag 


holds his airotfrie ofthe people,bot 
naturally for their 00d' in ths Mg fit place; and not his 


owbe, then-tnay the people as oftas they ſhall judge 
ir fot the bet "Cither ofe*tim vr reſet him; re- 
Eg bf Je poſe him though no' Tyfitor, meerly. 
by the libertie Kt right of freeborn men tobe 20- 
vern'd as ſeems tothem'beſt. This, thovgh it c:nnot 
but ſtand with plzine reaſon, ſhal! be made good fy 


_ by *Seriptbre, Dtat. $7. 14. VYne: ton tyt come 


z 08s the Land "which the Lov thy G14 grunth thee , 
| and ſhalt ſay 1 will fet a K1ng'over mee, &le as o/l the 
 Nettons about' mee Theſe words cHMfirme 15 tht 
the right of. chooſi ing, yea c of cling rTtc YE OWIIC go 
WY, OR the grant of God? Hein Fr ioehe Hee 
ple. Agd therelare: when they 841 Tel 2" Kiep, 


thbazh then under another form** gs 2200 ey Trent. 
2d 


GOT Av Jitfly ; thar frite'the Og or Magiftrire 
orfetndity and 


t4 


lites, he was forbidd'n by the Profet, 1 Kings 12.24. 
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and though thir chavging diſpleaſd him, yet he that 
was bimliclſthijr Kiog, and rejeted by them , would 
not be a hindrance to what they intended, furder 
then by perſwaſion, but that they mighe doe there- 
in as they ſaw good, i S4.8. onely he reſerv'd to 
himſelf the nomination of who ſhould reigne over 


__thew. Neither di that exempt the King as if hee 
 wereto God onely accountable, though by his eſpe- 


ciall command anointed. Therefore David firft made 
2 (ounant with the Eliers of Iſrael, and ſo was by them 
anointed King, 1 Chron. 11. And Feboiaaathe Prie(t 
making Jehoaſh King, made a Cov'nant between him 
and the people, 2 Kings 11. 17. Therefore when Ro- 
boam at his comming to the Crowne, rejeed thoſe 
conditions which the Iſraelites brought him, heare 
what they anſwer him,bat portion bave we in D avid,or 
inheritance inthe ſon of Jeſſe.See to thine own houſe Da. 
vid. And for the like conditions not perform'd,all Iſ- 
racl before that time depoſd Samuel, not for his own 
default, but for the miſgovement of his Sons, But 
ſom will fay to both theſe examples, it was evilly 
don. I anſwer, that not the latter, becauſe it waggex- 
preſſely allow'd them in the Law to ſetup a King if 
they pleas'd ; and God himſelf joynd with them in 


thework; though in ſome ſort it was at that time 


diſpleaſing to him, in reſpe& of old Samuel! who 
had governd them uprightly. As Lrvy praifes the 
Romans who took occafon from T arquinime a wick- 
ed Prince to g1ine their libertic , which to have ex- 
torted, ſaith hee, from Nume or any of the good 
Kings before, had not biz ſeaſonable. Nor was it in 
the former example don vnlawfully; forwhen Ry- 
boam had prepar'da hnge Army to reduce the Ifrae- 


 Thw 
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Thus ſaith the Lord yee ſhall not goe up, nor fight againſt 
your brethren, for this thing « from me. Hecalls them 
thic brethren, nor Rebels, and forbidds to be pro- 
ceeded againſt them, owning the thing aimſelfe, not 
by ſingle providence , but by approbation, and that 
nor onely of. the a&, as in the former example, bur 
of the fitt ſeaſon alſo; he had not otherwiſe forbidd 
ro moleſt them. And thoſe grave and wiſe Counſe]- 
lors wham Reboboams firſt advisd with, ſpake no ſuch 
thing, as our old gray headed Flatterers now are 
wont, ftand upon your birth-right, ſcorne to capi- 
tulate, you hold of God, and not of them ; for they 
knew no ſuch matter, unleſs conditionally, but gave 
him palitic counſel,as in a civil tranſaRion. Therfore 
Kingdom ani Magiſtracy, wherher ſupreme or ſub- 
ordinat. is..calld « bxmez ord:nance, 1 Pet.2.13.&c. 
which we are there taught is the will of God wee 
ſhould ſubmitt to, ſo farr as for the puniſh neat of 
evill doers, and the. encouragement.of them that doe 
well. $4*mitt ſaih he, as free men, And there uw 10 
power but of God, ſaith Paul, Rom. 13. as much as to 
ſay, God put it into mans heart to find out that way 
_ at firſt for common peace and preſervation ,- appro- 
ving the exerciſe therof;z els it contradidts Peter 
who. calls the ſame autority an Ordinance of man. Tt 
muſt be allo underſtood of lawfull and juſt power, 
els we readof great power in the affaires and King- 
domes of the World permitted to the Devill: for 
| ſaith he to Chriſt, Luke 4. 6. al this poner will I prve 
| thee and the glory of them, for it zs deliyerd to me, and 
. Fo whomſoever I will, I geve tt : neither did hee ly, or 
Chrilt gainſay what hee affirm'd : for in the thir- 
_ teenthof the Revelation wee read how the Dragon 
 _.. gaveto the beaſt Þris power, bis ſeat, and great autority : 
2 = - which 
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which beaſt ſo autoriz'd'moſt expound to bethe ty- 
rannica) powers and Kingdomes of the earth. Ther- 


| fore Saint Paul in the forecited Chapter tells us that 


ſuch Magiſtrates hee meanes), as are, nota terror to 
the god bur to the evill, 'ſuchas beare not the ſword 


' in vaine, but to puniſh offenders, and to encourage 
' the good. lt ſuch onely be mentiond here as powers 


to be obeyd, and our ſubmiſhon to them onely re- 
quird, then doubtleſs thoſe powers that doe the con. 
trary, are no powers ordiind of God, and by confſe- 
quence no obligatioa laid upori us to obey or not to 
reſiſt them. And it may be well-obſervd that both 


- . 
” 


theſe Apoſtles, whenever they give this precepr, ex- 
| tw. (EE. HWT- a 508 © TITICT 1. 
preſs 1t tn termes nor Foxrret but abftr a8 as Lopicians 
are wont to ſpeake, 'that is , they mention the'ordi- 
nance, the power; the autoritie before” the perſons 
that execure ir, and what that power is, left we ſhould 
be deceavd, they deſcribe exactly. So that if the pow- 
er be not ſuch, or the perſon execute not ſuch power, 
neither the ne nor the other is of Gad, bur of the 
Devill, and by cdnſequence to bee reſiſted. From 
this expoſition Chryſofteme alſo on the ſame place dif 
ſents not;explainimg that theſe words were not writ- 
rn in behalf of a'tyrant. And this 18 verify'dby David, 
himſelf a Kiog, 4nd liketieſt to'bee Author 'of the. 


Pſalm 94. 20. which ſ:ith, Shall the throne of #niqui- 
ty bave fellowſhip with thee. And it were worth the 


knowirg , ſince Kings , and that by 'Scriptnre boat 
the juſtneſs of thir title; by holding it, immediately 


of God, yet cannot ſhow the 't me when Godever 


ſet on the throne them or thir forefathers, but onely- 
when the people choſe them , why by the ſame rea- 
ſon, fince God aſcribes as oft to himſelf the caftin 

down of Princes from the throne, it ſhould not be 


thought. 
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thought as lawful, and as much from God when none 
areſeen to do it butthe p2ople, and that for juſt cau- 


| ſes. For if it needs muſt bea fin in them to depoſe, it 


| may asikely be a finto have eleted, And contra ry 
if the peoples a& 1m elettion be pleaded by a King, 


2s thea© of God, and the moſt juſt title to cathrone. 


him; why may not the peqples att of rejea ion, !e 
as welt pleaded by the p:opleas the 2& of Gol | iy 
the moſt juſt reaſon to depoſe him ? So thi we ſ-e 
the title and juſt right of reigning or depoſing inre- 
ference to:Gad, is found in Scripture to be all one ; 
 vifible otiely ip the, people, and depending meerly 
upon juſtice and demerit. Thus farr hath bin con- 
fiderd' briefly the power of Kings and Maziſtrates ; 
how it was, and is originally the pegples, and by 
them c9oferrd in truft onely to beg-imployd to. the 
commoy peace afid benefit ; with. libertic therfore 
and right remaining in them to reaſſume it tothem- 
ſelves, if by Kings:or Magiſtrats icbe abus'd; or to 
diſpoſe of it by any alteration. as they ſhall judge 
moſt condocing'to the public good. . 


Vee may from hence with more eaſe, an] force 


of argument determin what a Tyrant is, and what 
the people may doe againſt him. A Tyrant whether 
by wrong or by right. comming'to the Crowne, is he 
who regarding neither Law nor the.camimon good, 
reigns onely for himfelfand his fation : Thus Se, 
Ba{if among others defines him. And becauſe his 
power is great, his will boundleſs aud exorbitant, 
rheſulfilling whereof is for the moſt part 2ccompa- 
nied with inumerahle wrongs 20d oppreſſions of 
the people, murders, maſſacres, rapes, adulteries, 
 deſvlatton, and ſubverſion of Citties and whole pro- 
vinces; look how great a good and happineſs a juſt 
. C 2 King 
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King is, ſo'great 2 miſchcite 1s a Tyrant; as hee the 
public Father of his Countrie, ſo this the common 
enemie. Apainſt whom what the people lawfully 
may doe, as againſt a common peſt, and deſtroyerof 
mankinde, I ſuppoſe no man @f cleare judgement 
needgoe furder to be guided then by the very princi- 
ples of nature 1n him. But becauſe it is the vulgar 
folly of men to deſert thir owne reaſon, and ſhut- 
ting thir eyes to think they ſee beſt with other mens, 
I ſhall ſhew by ſuch examples as ought to have moſt 
waight with us, what hath bin don 1s this caſe here- 
rofore. The Greeks and Romans as thir prime Au. 
thors witneſs heid it not onely lawfull, but a glori- 
ous and Heroic deed, rewarded publicly with Sta- 
tues and Garlands, to killan infamous Tyrant at any 
time without tryal ; and but reaſon, that he who trod 
down all Law, ſhould not hee voutſaf'd the bene- 
fit of Law. Inſomuch that Sezeca, the Tragedian 


brings in Hercules the grand ſupprefſor of Tyrants, 
thus ſpeaking, 


Vitima baud ulla amplior 
Poteft, magiſque opima matart Jovus 
Luam Rex 1n1quus CY 
—— There can be (laine 

No ſacrifice to God more acceptable 
Then an unjuſt and wicked King —— 


4 hem... 


 Buvof theſe Iname no.more, leſt it bee objeted 
they were Heathen ; and come to produce another 
fort of men that had the xnowledge of true Religi- 
on. Among the Jews this cuſtome of tyrant-killing 
was not unuſual. Firſt Ebud, a man whom God had 
rayſd to deliver Iſrael from Eglor King of Moad, 
who had conquerd and rul'd over them eighteene 
yeares , being ent tohimasan Ambaſſador with a 
a preſent 
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preſent ſlew him in his owne houſe. But hee was a 
forren Prince, an enemie, and Ehud beſtdes had ſpe- 

cial warrant from God. To rhe firſt I anſwer, it im- 
ports notwhether forren or native: For no Prince 

fo native but profeſſes to hold by Law ; which when 

he himſelfe overturnes, breaking all the Covnants 
and Oaths that gave him title to his dignity, and were 

the bond and alliance between him and his people, 
what differs he from an outlandiſh King or from an 
enemie ? For looke how much right the King of 
Sparxe hath togovern us at all, ſo mnch right hath 

_ the King of Eng/exdto govern us tyrannically. If he, 
though. not bound-to us by any league, comming 
from Sparne in perſon to ſubdue us or to deftroy us, 

_ might lawfully by the people of Erg/and either bee 

| Claine in fight, or put to death in captivity, what 
hath a.native King to-plead, bound by ſo many Cov- 
nants, benefits and honours to the welfare of his 
people, why he through the contempt of all Laws 
and Parlaments , the onely tic of onr obedience to 
him, for his owne wills ſake, and a boafted prxro- 
ative unaccountable, after fev'in years warring and 
Spin of his beſt ſubje&s, overcom, and yeild- 

| ed priſoner, ſhouldthink to me i unqueſltonable, 
| asathing divine, in reſpe& of whom fo many thou. 
| fand Chriſtians deftroyd ſhould lye unaccounted 
| for; polluting with thir ſ{laughterd carcafles all the 
| Lover, and crying for vengeance againſt the 1i- 
ving that ſhould have righted them. VVho knows 
| not that there is a mutual bond of amity and brother- 
| hood between manand manoverall the World,nci- 
| theris itthe Engliſh Sea that can ſever us from that 
duty and relation : a ftraiter bond yet there is he- 
tween fellow-ſubje&s, neighbours, and triends on 

. le: | wlicn 
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when 1nv of. 212 2 - 18 to inother fo 25 hoſtility 
LTH i209 V , 1th the Law decree leſs 
agotultt nem, <nca Opec mics and invaders? or 
it the Law b- not PiCcic izf., OLTOAG weake, what doth 
itwarrant us *o ls rh2n iogle defence orcivil warr? 
and from that time forward the Law of civill defen- 
{ve Warr differs nothin from-the Law 'of forren 
hoſtility. Nor is it diſtance of place that makesen- 
mitic, but enmity that makes diftance. He therefore 
that keeps peace with me neer or remote of whatſo- 
ever Nation, is to mee as farr as all civil and human 
_ offices an Engliſhman and a nighbour : butif an En- 
gliſhman forgetting all Laws, human, civiland reli- 
gious offend againſt life and libertie, to him offended 
andto the Law in his behalf, though born 1n the ſame 
womb, he is no better then a Turk, a Saraſin, a Hea- 
then. This is Goſpel, and this 'was ever Law among 
equals ; how much rather then in force againſt any 
King whatſocyer , who in reſpe@ of the people is 
coufeſsd inferior and not equal : to diſtinguiſh ther- 
fore ofa Tyrant by outlandiſh, or domeftic is a weak 
evaſion. To the ſecond that he'was an enemie, t an- 
wer, what Tyrant is not? yet Egloz by the Jewes 
had bin acknowledgd as thir Sovrin , they had fervd 
him eighteen yeares, as long almoſt as wee our YFul- 
liam the Conqueror, in all which time he could not 
be ſo unwiſe a Stateſman but 'to have tak'n of them 
Oaths of Fealty and Allegeance by which they made 
themſelves his proper ſubjets, as thir homage and 
preſent ſent by Ebad teſtifyd. To the third, that he 
faq ſpecial warr:nt to kill £2/0 in that manner, it 
cannot bee granted, becauſe not expreſsd; tis plain 
that he was ray{d by God to be a'Deliverer, and went 
on juſt principles, ſuch as were then and ever held 

allowable, 
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allowable, to deale ſo by a Tyrant thatconld no o- 
therwiſe be dealt with. Neither did Samuel though 
a Profet, with his owne hand abſtain from Agag; a 


forrenenemie no doubt ; but mark the reaſon, As 
thy Sword bath made women childleſs ; a cauſe that by 
the ſentence of Law it ſelfe nullifies all relations. 
And as the Law is between Brother and Brother, 
Father and Son, Maiſter and Servant , wherfore not 
between King or rather Tyrant and People? And 
whereas J2h# had ſpecial command to flay Zeboram 
a ſuccefſive ard bereditarie Tyrant, it ſtemes not the 
lets imitable for thar; for where a thing grounded 
ſo much on naturall reaſon hath the addition of a 
command from God , what does it but eſtabliſh the 
lawfulneſs of ſuch'an at. Noris it likely that God 
who had ſo many wayes of puniſhing the houſe of 


| Ahabwould have ſentaſubje@ apainſt his Prince, if 


the fa& infirſelfe as don to a Tyrant had bin of bad 
example. Andif David reful'd to lift his hand a- 
oainſt the Lords anointed, the matter between them 
was not tyranny, but private enmity, and Daved as a 
private perſon had bin his own revenger,not ſo much 
the peoples ; but when any ryrant at this day can ſhew 
tobethe Lords anoinred, the onely mention'd rea- 
| ſon why Davidwithheld his hand, he may then but 
| nottill then preſume on the ſame privilege. 

| We may paſs therfore hence to Chriſtian times. 
| And firſt our Saviour himſelf, hoy much he favourd 
tyrants and how much intended they (ſhould be found 
or honourd among Chriſtians, declares his minde 
| not obſcurely ; accounting thir abſolute autoritie no 
_ betterthen Genriliſme, yea thou :h they flouriſhd it 
 overwith.the ſplendid nameof Benefa@ors ; charg- 


ing thoſe that would be his Diſciples to ak 
uc 
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 {uch dominion ; but that they who were to bee of 


moſt autoritie among them, ſhould eſteem them- 
ſelves Miniſters and Servants to the public, Hart. 
20.25. The Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip 
over them, and Hare 10. 42+. They that ſeem to rule, 


ith he, either {lighting or accounting them no law- 


tul rulers, but yee ſhall zot be ſo, but the greateſt amor 

you ſhall be your ſervant, And although hee himſelf 
were the meckeſt, and came on carth tobe ſo, yet toa 
tyrantwe hear him not voutſafe an humble word: but 
Tell that Fox, Luc. 13. And wherfore did his mother 
the Virgin Hary give ſuch praiſe to God in her 
profetic ſong, that he had now by the comming of 
Chriſt («tt aown Dynaſta's or proud Monarchs from the 
throne, if the Church, when God manifeſts his pow- 
er inthem to doe ſo,ſhould rather chooſe all miſerie 
aud vaſlalage to ſerve them, and let ſhem Rill fit on 
thir potent ſeats to bee ador'd for doing miſchiefe. 
Surely it is not for nothing that tyrants by a kind of 
natural inſtin& both hate and feare none more then 


the true Church and Saints of God, as the moſt dan- 


gerous enemies and ſubverters of Monarchy, though 
indeed of tyranny ; bath not this bin the perpetual 
cry of Courtiers, and Court Prelates # whereof 'no 


likelier cauſe can be alleg'd, but that they well dif- 
'cern'd the mind and principles of moſt devout and 


zealous men, and indeed the very diſcipline of 
Church, tending to the diſſolution of all tyranny. 
No marvel then if fince the faith of Chriſt receav'd, 
in purer or impurer times, to depoſe a King and pur 
him to death for tyranny hath bin accounted ſo juſt 


and requiſit, that neighbour Kings have both up- 


held and tak'n part with ſubje&s; in the aQion..:And 
Ludovicw Pim, himfelf an Emperor ,*and fonhe of 


Charles 


J 
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 Charks the great, being made Judge, Ds Haillan is 
my author, between Mr/egaſt King of the Yultzes and 
his ſubje&ts who had depos'd him, gave his verdir 
for the ſubjeRs,and for him whom they had chos'n in 
bis room. Note here that the right ofeleting whom 
they pleaſe 1s by the impartial teſtimony of 'an Em. 
p=ror in the people. For, faid he, A jus Prince ought 
70 beprefer'd before an unjuſt, and the end of goverment 
| before the prerogative. And Conſtantin Leo, ancther 
Emperor in the Byzantine Laws ſaith 3 that the end 
of a King is for thege:zeral good, which be not performing 
is but the counterfet of s King, And to prove thar 
ſome of our owne Monarchs have acknowledg'd that 
thir high office exempted :them not from puniſh- 
ment, they had the Sword of St. Edzard born before 
them by an Officer who was calld Earle of the palace 
_ eevanatthe times of thir higheſt pomp and ſolemni- 
tie, to mind them, ſaith Matthew Paris, the beſt of 
our Hiſtorians, that if they errd, the Sword had pow- 
er to reſtraine them. And what reſtraint the Sword 


comes to at length, having both edge and point, if 


any Sceptic will needs doubt, let bim feel.. It is alſo 
affirm'd from diligent fearch made in our ancient 
books of Law, that the Peers and Barons of England 
had a legall right to judge the King : which was the 
cauſe moſt likely,for it could be no flight cauſe, that 
they were call'd his Peers, jor equals. This bowever 
may ſtand immovable, ſo long as man hath to deale 


| withnobetterthenman; that if ourLaw judge all 


men to the loweſt by thir Peers, it ſhould inalle- 
patent alſo, and judge the higheſt. And ſo 
much I find both in our own and forren Storie, that 
Dukes, Earles, and Marqueſes were at firſtnot here- 
ditary, not empty and vain —_—_ but names of __ 
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and office, and with the office ceaſing, as induces me 
to be of opinion, that every.worthy man in Parla- 
ment, forthe word Baron imports no more, mighr 
for the public good be thought a fit Peer and+julce 
of the King z without regard had to petty caveus, 
and circumſtances, the chief impediment in high af. 
faires, and ever ſtood upon moſt by circumſtantial - 
men. Whence doubtleſs our Anceſtors who were 
not ignorant with what rights either Nature or an- 
cient Conſtitution had endowd them , when Oathe 


both at Coronation , and renewd in Parlament 


would not ſerve, thought it no way illegal ro de- 


' poſe and put ro death thir tyrannous Kings. Inſo- 


much that the Parlament drew up a charge againſt ' 
Richard tbe ſecond, 2nd the Commons requeſted to 
have judgement decree'd againſt him, that the realme. 
might not -bee endangerd. And Peter Aartyy a Di- 


thir doings.: Sir Thomas Smith ak{ſoa Proteſtant and - 
a Stateſman in his Commonwealth of £xgland pur. 
tivg the queſtion « hether it be lawful to riſeagain | 
a Tyrant, anſwers that the vulgar judge of itaccor- | 
ding to the event, and the learned according tothe © | 
20] py of them that doit. Buy far before: thaſe days | 
Gildas the moſtancient of all ous Hikogians, ſpeak- 
ing of thoſe times wherein. the Roman. Empice de 
cayiyg quitied and-relinquiſhdwhat, righy they had 
by Conqueſt tothis Lang, and .reſign'd xt all into the 
peoples hands, teſtifies that the: people thys re-inve- 
fied with thin own ozigiaal right,abaut. the year: 446, 
both eleged. theny Kings, whortbey thoughtbeft(the 
iz Chriftian Britziſh Nipgs, that. ever raign'd. heex | 
fincethe Romans) and bythe ſame right, when they 
apprehended cauſe, uſugjly depoſd: and Pr to 
_—__7T: = '- death. - 
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_ death. This is the moſt fundamental and ancient te- 
pure that any King of Ergiazd can produce or pre- 
tend toy in compariſon of which, all other titles and 
-pleas are but of yeſterday. If any obje& that Gz1- 
aa condemns the Britanes for ſo doing, the anſwer 
is as ready ; that he condemns them no mere for fo 

doing , then hee did before for chooſing fuch, for 

-ſaith: he, They anotnted them K ings, not of God, but ſuch 

as were more bloody ther: thereſt. Next hee condemns 

them -not at all for depoſing or putting them to 

:death, but for doing it over haſtily, without tryal or 

well examining the cauſe, and for eleQing others 
worſe in thir room. Thus we have here both Do- 
meſticand moſt ancient examples that the people of 

Britain have depoſd and put to death thir Kings in 

þ thoſe primitive Chriſtian times. And to ccuple 

| _ reaſon with example, if the Church in all ages, 
Primitive, Romiſh, or Proteſtant held it ever no 
leſsthir duty then the power of thir K:yes, though 
without expreſs warrant of Scripture, to bring 1n- 
differently both King and Peaſant under the utmoſt 
tigor of thir Canons ahd .Cenſures Eccleſiaſtical, 
cev'n to the {miting him with a final excommunion,if 
he perſiſt impenitent, what hinders but that the tem- 
poral Law both may and ought , though without a 
ſ{pecial-Text or prefident , extend with like indiffe- 
rencetbe civil Sword, to the cutting off without ex- 
emption him that capitally off: nds. Secing that ju- 

 Niceand Religionare from theſame God, and works 

- of juſticeofttimes more acceptable. Yerbecauſe that 
ſore lately-with'the to and arguments of Ma- 
lignans backfliders bave writt'n that the proceedings 

now4n-P arlament againſt the King, are without pre. 

| ſident fromepy Proteſtant State or Kingdom, the 

+, D 2 examples 
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examples which follow ſhall be all Proteſtant anU' 
chiefly Presbyterian. {0h PO ERA STCAI 
In the yeare 15 46. The Duke of Saxonte, Lant- 
grave of Heſſen, and the whole Proteſtant: league 
rayſd open Warr againſt Charles the fifth thir Empe- 
ror, ſent -him a defiance, renounc'd 411 faith and alle- 
geance toward him, and-debated long in Counſell 
whether they ſhould give him ſo much as the title of 
Ca4ſar, Sletdan. tl. 17. Let all men judge what this 
wanted of depoſing or of killing, but the power to 
doe It» 4 eo RC dhe” 
 lutheyeare 1559. the Scotch Proteſtants claim- 
ing promile of thir Queen Regent for libertie of 
conſcience, ſhe anſwering that promiſes were yor 


| to beclaim'd of Princes beyond what was commo- 
dious for them to grant, told her to her face in the 


P:ri2ment then-at- Sterling, that if it were ſo; th 


_ renounc'd thir obedience ; and ſoone after betooke 


them ro Armes, Buchanan'Hrſt, 1, 16. certainely 


_ when allegeance is renounc'dthatvery hour the King 


or Queen is in effeA depos'd. 


Intheyeare 15 64. Joba Knox amoſt famous 
Divine and the reformer of Scotland to the Presby- 


tcrian cicipline, at a generall Aſſembly maintaind 
opnly in a diſpute againſt Lethizgton the Secre- 
t:ry of. State, that Subje&s might and ought ex- 
ecute Gods judgements vpon thir Kang ; fthat the 
fa of Jeba and:others againſt thir King having the 


- ground of Gods ordinary command to put ſuch and 
ſuch offenders-to derth. was not extraordinary , bur 


to bee imitated of all thar 'iprefer'd the: honour of 
God to the affeRion of fleſh and wicked Princes, 
that Kings, it they offend, have no privilege to be cx- 
empred from the puniſhments of Law miore then any 


other : 
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other ſubje&z fo that if the King be a Mutderer, A. 
dulterer, or Idolater, he ſhould ſuffer nor as a King, 
bur.as an off:nder ; and this poſition hee repeates a- 
gaige. and againe'before them. Anſwerable was the 
. Opinion of Fobz Crarg another learned Divine, and 


that Lawes made by the tyranny of Princes, or the 
_ negligenceof. people, thir poſterity mighr abrogate, 
and reform all things according to the original inſti- 
 tutionof Common-welths, And Xzox being com- 
.manded by the Nobilitie to write to Cafurn and o.- 

_ ther learned mea for thir 3 pra in rhat queſti- 
on refus'd z alleging that both bimſelfe was fully re- 
folv'd in conſcience, and had heard thir judgements, 
and. had-the ſame opinion under hand-writing of 
many. the moſt godly and moſt learned that he knew 
in Europe; that if he ſhould move the queſtion to 
them againe, what ſhould he doe but ſhew his owne 
forgettulneſs or inconſtancy. All this is farr more 
largely in the Eccleſiaſtic Hiſtory of Scor/and 4, 4, 
Sans order ſages to this effe& all the book 
over; ſet ont with diligence by Scotchmen of beſt 
Tepute among them at the beginning of theſe trou- 
bles, as if they labourd to inform us what wee were 
to doe and what they intended upon the like occa. 
_ Andto let the world know that the whole Church 


and Proteſtant State of Scot/2nd inthoſe pureſt times 


of reformation were of the ſame belcif,rhree years af. 
ter, they met in the feild 14ry thir lawful and heredi. 
tary Queen, took her priſoner yeilding before fighr, 
kept her in priſonand the ſame yeare depoſd her, Bu- 
chan, Hiſt, l. 1.8. VT 4: $4 Sx 
And-four years after, that, the Scots in juſtifica. 


tion of thirdepoſing Queen 477, ſent Embaſſadors 


= 
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to Queen E:z:berh, and in a writt'n Declaration al- 
leag'd that they had us'd towards her more lenity 
then ſhee deſervd, that thir Anceſtors had heretg- 
fore puniſhd thir Kings by death or baniſhmene 
that the Scots were a free Nation, made King whom 
they freely choſe, and with the ſame freedome nun- 
Kingd him ifthey ſaw cauſe, by right of ancient laws 
and Ceremonies yet remaining, and old cuſtomes 


yet among the High-landers in choofing the head of 
- thir Clanns, or Families ; all which with many other 


arzuments bote witneſs that regal power was nothing 


elle but a mutuall Covnant or ſtipulation betweeh 


King and peeple. Buch. Hift, 1. 20. Theſe were 
Scotchmen and Presbyterians ; but what meaſure 


_ then have they latcly offerd,to think ſuch liberty leſs 
beſeeming us thenthemſelves, preſuming to put him 


upon us for a Maiſter whom thir Law ſcarce allows 
to be thir own equall ? If now then we heare them in 
another ſtraine then hererofore in the pureſt times 


of thir Church, we may be confident it is the voice 
of FaRion ſpeaking in them , not of truth aud Re- 
formarion. : X 


In the yeare 158 1. the States of Holland in a 
general Aſſembly at the Hague, abjur'd all obedience 


_ and ſubjeQion to Ph:lip King of $147e; and in a 


Declaration juſtifie thir ſo doing ; for that by his 
tyrannous goverment againſt faith ſo oft'ngiv'n and 
brok'n he bad loſt his right toall the Belgic Provin- 
ces; that therfore they depoſd him and declar'd it 
Jawfulrochooſe another in his ſtead. Thuar, 4. 74, 
From that time, to this no Stare or Kingdom inthe 
World hath equally proſperd : But'ter them re- 
member not to look with an evil and prejudicial eye 
upon thur neighbours walking by the ſame rule. - 

_; | DUT 
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But what need theſe examples to Presbyterians, I 


meane to thoſe who now of late would ſeem ſo much 
to abborr depoling, whenas they to all Chriitendom 
have giv'n the lateſt and the livelieſt example of dq- 
ing it themſelves, I queſtion not .the lawfulneſs of 
raiſing Warr againſt a Tyrant 1n defence of Religi- 
on, Orcivil libertie ; for no Proteſtant Church from 
the firſt #4/denſes of Lyons, and Languedoc to this 
day but have don it round, and maintaind it Jawfull. 
Bur this I doubt nor to affirme, that the Presbyte- 
' Tians , who now ſo. muca condemn depoſing , were 
the men themſelves that depofd the King, and can- 
not with all thir ſhifting and relapſing, waſh off the 
uiltineſs from thir owne hands. For they them- 
ſelves, by thefe thirlate doings have made it guil- 
tineſs, and turnd thir owne warrantable ations in- 
to Rebellion. = 
There is nothing that fo aQually makes a King of 


Exglaxd, as tighfu Pore and Supremacy 2x al 


canſes bath cruil and | 
ſo a&ually makes a Subje& of Ezgland, as thoſe two 
Oaths of Allegeance and Supremacy obſervd- weth- 
_ out, equiuecating , or any mental reſeryatron. Qut of 
doubt then when the King ſhall command rhings 


already conſtituted in Churciy, or State, obedience 


is the true efſence of a ſabje&, either ro doe, if it 
be lawful, or. if he hold the. thing ualawfuh, to ſub- 
mit ta that penaltie which.the Law impoſes, fo long 
_ as he intends to remaine a ſubje&. Therefore when 


. 


the people or. any part of them. ſhall rife againſt the 


eftabliſhd civil or Ecclefiaſtical , I doe nor ay ir is 


 _rebellion,if the thing commanded rhough eft+bliſhd 
be unlawful, and that they fought fir{t all duermeans 


Eccl:fjaftical: and nothing that. 


King and his autority executing the Law in any thing 
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| of redreſs (and no'man is furder bound to Law) 


but I ſay it is an abſolute renounciog both of Supre- 


' macy and Allegeance, which in one word is an aQu- 


al and tot2l depoſting of the King, and the ſetting up 
of another {upreme autority over them. And whe- + 
ther the Presbyterians have not don all. this and 
much more, they will not put mee, I ſuppoſe, to 
reck'n up a ſeven yeares ſtory freſh in the memory 
of all men+* Have they not utterly broke the Oath 
of Allegeance, rejeQing the Kings command and au- 


tority ſcnt them from any part of the Kingdom whe- 


ther in things lawful or unlawful ? Have they not 
abjur'd the Oath of Supremacy by ſetting up the 
Parlament without the King, ſupreme to all thir o- | 
bedience, and though thir Vow and Covnant bound - 

them in general to the Parlament, yet ſomtimes ad- 
hering to the leſſer part of Lords and Commons 
that remaind faithful as they terme-it, and eev'ni. of 


them,one while to the Commons without the Lords, 


another while to the Lords without the Commons 2 
Have they not ftill declar'd thir meaning, whatever 


_ their Oathwere, to hold them onely for ſupreme 


whom they found at any time moſt yeilding to what 
they petitiond ? Both theſe Oaths which were the 
ſraiteſt bond of an Engliſh ſubje&t in reference 


' to the King, being thus broke and made voide, it 


follows undeniably that the King from that time was 
by them in fa abſolutely depoſd, and they no long- 
er in reality to be thought his ſubjeRs, notwithſtan- 
ding thir fine clauſe in the Covnant to preſerve his 
perſon, Crown, and dignitie, ſet there by ſom dodg- 
ing Caſuiſt with more craft then finceritie to miti- 

ate the matter in caſe of ill ſucceſs, and nor tak'n 1 


ſuppoſe by any honeſt man, but as a condition ſub- 


ordinate 
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orginateto every the leaſt particle that might more 
concern Religion, liberty, or the public peace. To 
prove it yet moreplainly that they are the men who 
have depoſd the King, 1thus argue. We know thar 
King and Subje& are relatives, and relatives have no 


longer being then in the relation; the rclatio between 


King and Subjc & canbeno other then regal autority 
and {udjetion, Hence Iinferr paſt their defending, 
_ that.if "the Subje& who is one relative, takes away 
_ the relation, of force he takes away alſo the other re- 
 lative; but the Presbyterians who were one rela- 
ive, that isjito ſay Subjets, have for this ſev'n years 

rak'n away the relation, that isto ſay the Kings auto- 
_ritie, andthir ſubjeQion to ir, therfore the Presby- 
terians for theſe ſev'a yeares bave removd and extin- 
- Evith the other xelative, that is to ſay the King, or 
_ fo ſpeake more inbrief have depos'd him ; not onely 
by depriving him the execution of his autoritie, buc 
by conferring it upon others. If then thir Oathes 
of ſubje&ion brok'n, new '\Supremacy obey'd , new 
Oaths and Covnaants tak'n, notwitſtandiaf Irivolous 
evaſions, havein plaine tearmes noking'd the King, 
mneh more then hath thir ſev'n yeares Warr not de- 
 pos'd him onely, but outlawd him, and defi'd him as 
 analien, a rebell to Law, and enemie to the State. Ir 
muſt needs be cleareto 2ny man not ayerſe from rea- 
ſon, that hoſtilitic and ſubjeQionfare two dire and 
poſitive contraries ; and can no more in one ſubject 
ſtand rogether in reſpe& of the ſame King, then one 
perſon at the ſame time can be in two remote = 
ces. Againſt whomtherforc the Subje@ is in atof 
hoſtility we may be confident that to him he is in no 
ſubjeRion : and in whom hoſtility takes. place of 
ſubjeRion, for they can by no meanes confiſt to- 
_ a gether, 


— \ 


ZE 
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ether, to himthe King can bze not onely no King, 

ut an enemie. Sothat from hence wee ſhall nor 
need diſpute whether they have depos'd him, or what 
they have defaulted towards him as no King, bat 
ſhew manifeſtly how much they have don toward the 
killing him. Have they not leviei all thefe Warrs 
againlt him whether offen(tve or defenſive (for de- 
fence in Warr equally offends, and moſt prudently 
before hand ) and givin Commiſhon to. ſlay where 
they knew his perſon could not bee exempt from 
danger ? And if chance or flight -had nor ſav'4 him, 


how oft'n had they ktlld him, dire&Qing thir Artille- 
ry withoutblame or prohibition to the very place 


where they ſaw him ſtand ? Have they not converted 
his revenue toother uſes, and detain'd from him all 
meanes of livelyhood, ſo that for them long fince 
he might have periſht, or have ft rv'd? Have they 
not hunted and purſu'd him round about the King- 
dom with ſword and fire > Have they got forme . I 
deny'd to Treat with him, and thir now recantin 

Miniſters preach'd againſt him, as a reprobate incu- 
rable, anenemy to God apd his Church markt for 


deſtruction, and therfore not ro bee treated with > 


Have they not beſeig'd him and tothir power forbjd 
him Water and Fire, fave what they ſhot againſt 
him to the hazard of his life ? Yer white they thus 
aſlaulred andendangerd it with hoſtile decds, they 
fwore in words to defend it with his Crown and dig- 


' ity ; not inorder, as it ſeems now, toa firm and 1a. 


ſting peace, orto his repentance after alt this blood; 
bur (imply, withour _—_— without remorſe or any 
pn 2 ares = calamities 
ſu the poore people, or to ſuffer hercafrer 
througit his obſtinacy or impenitence, No under- 
Randing 
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ever made according to the preſent ſtate of perſons 
and of things; and have ever the more general laws 


of natureand of reaſon included in them, though 


not expreſs'd. If I make a voluntary Covnant as 
with a man to doe him good, and hee prove after- 
ward a monſterto me,l ſhould conceave a diſoblige- 
ment. If I covnant, not to hurt an enemies, in favor 
'ofhim and forbearance, and hope of his amendment, 
and he; after that , ſhall doe me tenfould injury and 
miſchief to what hee had don when I ſo Covnanted, 
and til be plotting what may tend to my deſtruQion, 
I queſtion not bur that his after aRions releaſe me ; 
nor know I Covnant ſo ſacred that withholds mee 
from demanding Juſtice on him. Howbeit, had not 
thir diſtruſt in agoodcaufe, and the faſt and loos of 
our prevaricating Divines overſway'd, it had bin 
doubtleſs better, not to have inſerted in a Coy- 
nant unneceſliry obligations, and words not works 
of a {upererogating Allegeance to thir enemy ; no 
way advantageous to themlelves, had the King pre- 
vail'd, as to thircoſt many wonld have felt ; bur full 
_ of ſnareanddiſtraQion to our friends, uſefull onely, 
as wenow find, to our adverſaries, who under ſuch a 
htirade and jſhelter of ambiguous interpretation 
have ever ſince been plotting and contriving new op- 
ortunities to trouble all againe. How much better 
nad it bin, and more becomming an undaunted ver- 
tue to have declard op'nly and boldly whom and 
, what power the people were to hold Supreme, as on 


thelike occaſion Proteſtants have don before, and 


many conſcientions men now in theſe times have 


more then onee befought the Parlament to doe, 


that they might goon npon a ſure forindation, ana 
_—_ * E 2 E not 


ftanding man can bee ignorant chat Covnants are 
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not with a ridling Covnant in thir mouthes, ſeem- 
ing to {wearc counter almoſt in the fame breath Al- 
legeance and no Allegeance; which doubtleſs had 
drawn off all the minds of fincere men from ſiding 
with them, bad they not difcernd thir ations farr 
more depoſing him then thir words upaolding him ; 
which words made now the ſubject of cavillous in- 


terpretations, ſtood ever inthe Covnant by judge. 


ment of the more diſcerning ſort an evidence of thir 
feare not of thir fidelity. What ſhould I return 
to ſpeak on, of thoſe attempts for which the King 
himſelf hath ofr'n charg'd the Presbyterians of ſeek- 
ing his life, whenas in the due eſtimation of things 
they might without a fallacy be ſayd to have don the 
deed outright, VVho xnows not that the King is a 
name of dignity and ofice, not of perſon : Who 
therfore kils a King,muſt kill him while he js a King, 
Then they certainly who by depoſing bim have long 
ſincertak'n from him the life of a King, his office and 
his dignity, they in the trueſt ſence may bee ſaid to 
have killd the King : nor onely by thir depoſing and. 
waging Varr againſt him, which befides the danger 
his perſonal life, fet him in the fardeſt oppoſite 
point from any vital funtion of a King, bur by thir 
holding him in priſen vanquiſhd and yeilded jnto 
thir abſolute and deſpotzc power, which brought him 
tothe loweſt degradement and incopacity of the re. 
gal name. I ſay not by whoſe matchleſs valour next 
undec God, left the ftory of thir ingratitude rhere- 
upon carry me from the purpoſe in hand, which is 
to convince them that they, which I repeat againe , 
were the menwho in the trueſt ſenſe killd the King, 


not onely as is provd before , but by depreffiog him 


thir King farr below the rank of a ſabjeR to the con- 
: : dition 
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The Tenure of Kings aud Magiſtrates. 
dition ef a Captive, without intention to reſto!e 
him, as the Chancellour of Scet/ana in a ſpeech told 
bim plainly at Newcaftle, unleſs hee granted fully all 
thir demands, which they knew he never meant. Nor 
did they Treat or think of Treating with him, rill 
thir hatred to the Arty that deliverd them, nor 
thir love or duty to the King, joyn'd them ſecretly 
with men fentencd fo oft for Beprobates in thir 
owne mouthes, by whoſe ſauttle infpiriag they grew 
madd upon a mott tardy and improper Treaty. 


Whereas 1:7 the whole bent of thir ations had noc' 
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.and diſſention , who now, to the ftirring upof new 


The Tenure of Kings and Magiſtrates, - 
feſfion to the firſt Article at Newport, but fummond 
and arraignd inthe fight of Godandhis people,ciirſt 
and devoted to perdition worſe then any Abz6, or 
Antiochu, with exhortation to curfe all thoſe in the 
name of God that made not Warr againſt him, as 
bitterly as Meroz was to be curs'd, that went not out 
againſt a Canaanitiſh King , almoſt in aſl the Ser- 
mons, Prayers,and Fulminations that have bin utrerd 
this {ev'n yearesþy thoſe clov'n tongues of falſhood 


diſcord, acquitt him ; and againſt tnir owne difci- 
pline, whichthey boaſt to be the throne and ſcepter 
of Chriſt, abſolve him , unconfound him , though 
unconverted, unrepentant, unfenſible of all thir 
pretious Saints and Martyrs whofe blood they have 

ſo oft layd upon his head : and now againe with a 
new ſovran anointment can waſh it all off, as if it 

were as vile, and no more to be rectn'd for then the 
blood of ſo many Dogs in a time of Peſtilence : pi. 
ving the moſt opprodrious lyetoallthe a&ed-zeate 
that for theſe many yeares hath fi11d rhir bellies, and 


fed them fatt npon the fooliſh people. Miniſters 
of ſedition, notof the Goſpell, who while they ſaw 


it manifeſtly tend to civil Warr and bloodſhed, ne- 
ver ceaſd exaſperating the people againſt hitm ;' and 
now that they ſee it likely to breed new commotion, 
ceaſe not to incite others againſt the people that 
have ſavd them from him, as if ſedition were thir 
onely aime whether againſt him,or for him. But 
God as we have cauieto truſt, wil put other thoughts 
into the people, and turn them from looking after . 
theſe firebrands, of whoſe fury, and falſ prophecies 
we have anough experience; and from the murmurs 
of new diſcord will incline them to heark*n —_ 
wit 


The Tenureof Kings and Magiſirates, 

with ereQed minds to the voice of our ſupreme Ma- 
piſtracy , calling us to liberty and the flouriſhing 
= of a reformed Common-wealth;with this hope 
that as God was heretofore angry with the Jews who 
rejected him and his forme of Goverment to chooſe 

a King, ſo that he will bleſs us, and be propitious to. 
uswhorejet a King to make him onely our leader, 
and ſupreme governour inthe conformity as neer as 
| may Be of his own ancient goverment; 1f we have at 

Ie 


eaſt but ſo much worth in us to entertaine the ſenſe 
_ of our future happineſs, and the courage to receave 

what God voutſafes us : wherin we have the honour 
to precede other Nations who are noy labouring to 
be our followers. For as to this queſtion in hand 
what the people by thir juſt right may doe 1n change 
of goverment, or of governour, we ſee itcleerd ſuf. 
ficiently 3 beſides other ampli:autority eev'n from 
the mouths ot Princes themſeſves. And ſurely they 
that ſhall boat, as we doe, ta be a free Nation, and 
not have ia thenaſclves the power to remove, or to 
aboliſh any governour.ſupreme, or ſubordinate wirh 
the goverment it ſelf upon urgent cauſes, may pleaſe 
thir fancy with a ridiculous and painted freedom, 
fit ro coz'ababies; but are indeed under tyranny and 
ſervitude; as wanting that power, which is the root 


| uph not 
over themas a Lordly 
\ _ kourgs 
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The Tenure of Kings and Magiſtrates, 

ſcourge, not as a free goverment; and therfore to 
be abrogated. How much more juſtly then may they 
flivg off tyranny, or tyrants? who being once depos'd 
can be no more then privat men, as ſubje& to the 
reach of Juſtice and arratgnment as any other tr in(- 
greſſors. And certainly if men, not to ſpeak of Hea- 
then, both wiſe and Religious have don juſtice upon 
Tyrants what way they could ſooneſt, how much 
more mild and haman then 1s it ro give them faire 
and op'ntryall ? To teach lawleſs Kings and all that 
ſo much adore them, that not mortal man, or his 
imperious will, but Juſtice 1s the onely rrue ſovran 


_ and ſupreme Majeſty upon earth. Let men ceaſe 
therfore out of faction and hypocriſfte to make out- 


crys & horrid rhings of things fo juſt and honorable. 
Ard if the Parlament and Military Councel dowhar 
they doe without preſident, 1t it appeare thir duty, 
it argues the more wiſdom, vertue, and magnanimi- 
ty, that they know themſelves able to be a preſident 
to others. Who perhapsin future ages, if they prove 
not too degenerat, will look up with: honour and 


aſpire toward theſe exemplary, and matculeſs deeds 
of thir Anceſtors, as tothe higheſt rop of thir ci- 


vil glory and emulation. Which heretofore in the 
perſuance of fame and forren dominion ſpent it ſelf 
vain-gloriouſly abroad; but henceforth may learn a 
better fortitude,to dare execute higheſt Juſtice on. 
them that ſhall by force of Ar mes endeavonr the 
opprefling and bereaving of Religion and thir liberty 


» 


at home: thatno unbrid'd Potentate or Tyrant, byr 
to his ſorrow forthe future, may preſume ſuch high- 
and irreſponſible licence over mankind to havock- 


and turn upſide-down whole Kingdoms of men as 


though they were no more in eſpe of his perverſe 
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will then a Nation of Piſmires. As for the party 
calld Presbytefian, of whom 1 beleive very many to 
be good & faighful Chriſttiansthough miſled by ſom 
of turbulent ſpirit, I wiſhthem earneſtly and calm- 
ly nottofall off from thir firſt principles ; nor to 
_ affe& rigor and ſuperiority over men not under 
chem ; notto compell unforcible things in Religion 
eſpecially, waich if not yoluntary, becomes a tin ; 
nor to afliſt the clamor and malicious drifts of men 
whom they themſelyes have judg'd tobs the wort of 
men, the obdurat enemies of God and his Church: 
nor to dart againſt the aRions of thir brethren, for 


... want of other argument thoſe wrefted Lawes and 


_ Scriptures thrown by Prelats and Malignants ag1inſ(t 

thirown fides,whbich though they hurt not otherwiſe, 
. yet tak'n up by them to the condemnation of thir 
_ owne doinps give {candal to all men and diſcover in 
themſelves either extreame paſſion or apoſtacy. Let 
them not oppoſe thir beſt friends and affociats who 
moleſt them not ar all, infringe not the leaſt of thir 
liberties ; unleſs they call it thir liberty:to bind o- 
ther mens conſciences, butareftill ſecking to live at 
peace with them and ,brotherly accard. Let them 
een old and perfet enemy,who thouzh hehope 

by ſowing diſcord 'to.make them his inſtruments, 
yet-cangat-forbeare a minute the op'n .threatning of 
-;bis deſtind revenge upon them when they have ſervd 
- his purpoſes. Let them'feare therefore, if they bee 
. wiſe, rather what they have don already, then what 
remaings to doe, and be warn'd in time they-put no 
zenfidence iniPrinceswhom they have provokd, leſt 
* They be added totheexamplesof thoſethat miſcr+- 


y 
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have taſted.:the event. Stories can inform thew 
how Cbriftierp the ſecond, King of Denmark not 
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' The Tenare of. Kings and Magiſtrates, 
much above a hundred yeares paſt, driv'n out by his 
SubjeRs , and receavd againe upon new Oaths and 
conditiongs., broke through them-all' to his 'moſt 
bloody revenge ; ſlaying his-cheif oppoſers when he 
ſaw his time, both them and thir children invited roa 
feaſt for that purpoſe. How Maximilian dealt with 
thoſe of Bruges, though by mediation of the German 
- Princes reconcil'd ro them'by ſolem and public wri- 
tings drawn and ſeald. Row the maſſacre at Par 
was the effett of that credulous peace which the. 
French Proteſtants made with Charles the ninth thir 
King: and that the main viſible cauſe which to this 
day hath ſav'd the Nether/ands from utter ruine, was 
| thir finall not beleiring the perfidious crueltywhich 
as a conſtant maxim of State hath bin us'd by the 
Spariſh Kings onthir Subjes that have rak'n'atmes 
and after rruſted them ; as no later-age but cati feſti- 
fic,heretofore in Belgza it felf, and this very yeare in 
Naples, And'to conclude with 'one paſt exception, 
though farr more ancient, Daved after once. hee 
had tak'n iarmes, never after. that 'trnſted Sau/, 
though with tears and much relenting he twiſe pro- 
mis'd notto hurt him. Theſe inſtances, few of many, 
might admoniſh them both Engliſh and Scotch nor 
to let thirowneends, and thedriving on of a fation 
| betray them-blindly into the ſnare of rhoſe enemies 
whoſe revenge looks on them' as the men who'trſt 
begun, fomented and carrid on beyond the cure of 
any ſonnd orſafe accommodation all the evil which 
hath fince unavoidably befall'n themrand thir King; 

I have ſomething alſo ro'the Divines, thaugh 
briefto what were needfull ; notto'be difturbers of 
the civil affairs, being in hands better able and' more 
belonging to manage them z bur to ſindy harder and 

+ 0 
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The Tenure of Kings and Magiſtrates. 
to attend the office of good Paſtors, knowing that he 
whoſe flock is leaſt among them hath a dreadful1 
charge, not performd by mounting twiſe into rhe 
chair with a formal preachment huddl'd up ar the od 


hours of a whole lazy week,but by inceſſant pains and 


watching 1x ſeaſon. and out of ſeaſon, from houſe tohouſe 
over the ſoules of whom they have to feed. Which 
if they ever well conſiderd, how little leaſure would 
they find tobe the moſt pragmatical Sideſmen of e- 
very popular tumule and. Sedition? And all this 
whilearetolearne whatthe trueend and reaſon is of 
the. Goſpel which they teach; and whar a world ir 

differs from the cenforious and fupercilious lording 
over conſcience.. It would be good alſo they liv'd ſo 
as might-perſwade the people they hated covetouf- 


| . neſs,..which, worſethen herefie, is idolatry; hated 


pluralities and all kind of Simony z. left rambling 
from Benefice to Benefice, iike ravnous Wolves 
ſeeking where they may devour the biggeſt. Of which 
_ if ſom, welland warmely ſeated from the beginning, 
be not guilty,-twere good they held not converſa- 
tion with ſuch as are : let them be ſorry that'being 
call'd to aſſemble about reforming the Church, they 
fell to progging and: folliciting the Parlamenr, 
though they had renouncd the name of Prieſts, for 
2a new ſetling of thir Tirhes and Oblatione ; and 
double lin'd themſelves with ſpiricual places of com- 
- moditie beyond the poſſible diſcharge of rhir duty. 
| Let them aſſemble in. Conſiftory with thir Elders 

and Deacons, according to ancient Eccleſiaſtical 
'.xule, to the-preſerving of Church diſcipline, e2ch 
in his ſeveral charge, and nota pack of Clergie men 
by themſelves to belly cheare 1a thir preſumpruous 
$10n, or to promote deſignes,abuſe and gull the ſim- 


ple. 


The Tenure of Kings and Magiſtrates, 

ple Laity, and ſtirr up tumult, as the Prelaty did, for 
the maintenance of thir pride and avarice* "Theſe 

things if they obſerve nd waite with patience, n0 

doubt but all things will goe well without their im- 

ortunities or exclamarions : andthe Printed letters 


which they ſend ſubſcrib'd with the oftentation of 


oreat Characters and little moment, would be more 
conſiderable then now they are. But if they be the 
Miniſters of Mammon inftead of Chriſt, and fcanda- 
lize his Church with the filty love of gaine, afpirin 

alſoto ſit the cloſeſt and the heavieſt of all Tyrants, 
upon the-conſcience, and fall notoriouſly into the 
ſame ſins, whereof ſo lately and fo loud they accus'd 
the Prelates, as God rooted out thoſe immediately 
before, ſo willhe root out them thir imitators : and 


to vindicate his own glory and Religion, will uncover 


thir hypocrifie to the open world;and viſit upon thir 
own heads that curſe ye Herozthe very Hottoof thir 
Pulpits, wherwith ſo frequently, not as Herez, but 


more like Atheiſts they have mock'd the vengeance | 


of God,andthe zealc of his people. 
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